The first proved to be a sudden drop In, tempera-
ture, which made us feel as If someone had trans-
ported us during the night to a glacier far up in
the snowy Pamirs.

Afghanistan is subject to extreme changes in
climate.    Within twenty-four hours it Is by no
means uncommon for the mercury to slide down
the thermometer from one hundred to forty or
thirty.    Through   the   summer   the   skies   are
cloudless and the sun beats down so relentlessly
during the middle of the day that all activity
ceases.    But  after  sunset  the wind  rises  and
sweeps up the valley of the Kabul River with
cyclonic force, sometimes at a hundred and ten
miles   an  hour.      The winters  are  long  and
bitter cold.     The city is snow-bound for three
months despite the fact that Its latitude is that
of Sicily and Southern California.    During the
winter, when the people forsake their charcoal
stoves to go out, they wear heavy sheepskin.
coats, called postlns.    Afghan historians recount
that In the eighteenth century eighteen thousand
soldiers, returning from an invasion of Persia,
were frozen to death.    Baber, the first of the
Great Moguls, who at one period made Kabul
Ms capital, tells us in his famous memoirs that
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